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REMEDY
There is only one remedy. And that lies in our hands. We should
ignore the Government's law and act as follows:
(1)    When necessary, we should burn the certificates of voluntary
registration,
(2)    We must refuse to affix our finger-impressions or signatures [on
any documents] or to give our names when asked for these by the police.
(3)    We should tender the licence fee, but if the licence is refused,
we should carry on trade without one.
If, as a consequence of any of these actions, we have to suffer im-
prisonment, we must accept it. If we do that, the day of our freedom
will be hastened. Even otherwise, people have so far fought, if only
for their own rights. Henceforth, those who have received certificates
of voluntary registration will fight especially for the sake of the others
referred to above.
And if we refuse to fight, we cannot claim that ours is true satya-
graha. It is not as if the sword of satyagraha can be used only once and
becomes useless afterwards. If we have discovered its real worth, we
can use it each time we have to fight. It is more effective than a sword
of steel. All that is required is the capacity to endure suffering. We
should not fight shy of imprisonment. We must not imagine that eating
mealie pap will do us any harm.
How THEN CAN WE LEAVE COLONY?
This question has been raised by a number of persons. If people
burn their certificates, what authority will they have for returning to the
Transvaal after leaving the Colony once? That the question has at all
been asked suggests an inadequacy in our concept of satyagraha. My
reply is: a resident of the Transvaal would only need authority if it was
necessary for him to have any authority for going to India. Indian
residents of the Transvaal should undoubtedly enter [the Colony] even
if they are without registers. The only risk in doing so is that one may
be put in gaol. Let them imprison [us]. But bail [money] must not be
paid. We do not want to be let out on bail. The fine must not be
paid either. Even defence which would make a lawyer necessary
must not be offered. Whatever defence is needed will be provided by
Mr. Gandhi, free of charge as usual, the only condition being that the
person concerned should be a true satyagraiu, that he should have a
valid case, and that the case should promote the community's interests.
SUPREME COXJRT
Those who wsh to adopt this course are not in any wise concerned
with the case in the Supreme Court. It will be well and good if, as a
result of it, application forms [for voluntary registration] are returned.